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JVt B, Thou who heard the IbUbWiiig Slseenne when it was deliver* 
ed» and read it as it comes from the press^ will find^ in the latter part especial* 
if, some particolarSit \^hich« then^ were not broudgfinto Tiew. The reason is^ 
the speaker wasiii % state of ill health, and so 4P^ted with the labor of the 
day, that he was under the necessity of omit^g^, in some instances^ what he 
i^uld have dilivered, if his healtii had been good. What was thc» omitted is 
BOW brought in, as was at first designed. 

That Professors who may read the following pages^ may be provoked t^ 
hoc wdgQ9dvwrk9t is the prayer of 

THE A VTHOR. 
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A DISCOURSE, 6?^. 

PAST L 

PSAL. CV. 14, 15. 

^ wffered no fium fo cfo them, vfrvng^ yea^ he reprwed hmgtfar their $akets 
fo^nff^ Towh not mine anointed, and Jo nufprophete no harm. 

X HE Psalmist, in the foregoing Psalm, h celebrating 
the majesty, and severely dominion of God, manifested ia 
the kingdom of nature: the care he takes of his ereatures^ 
and the plentiful provision he makes fbr them. In this 
Psalm, the Psalmist praises God for his special favors to his 
church, and the great and marvellous things he has done for 
it. In that he praises God for his ivorks of common prov- 
idence in the world : in this, for bis works of special grace in 
his ehiireh. 

The Psalmist looks back to the time of the patriarchs, 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He mentions the covenant God 
made with them, and the providences of God concerning 
them, while waiting for the accomplishment of the promises* 
Their dangers sometimes were great : they seemed to lie at 
the mercy of man, and were exposed to be run down and de- 
stroyed. At one time, particularly, the rash and wicked 
conduct of Simeon and Levi, t^'o of Jacob's 1s.ons, by murder- 
ing the Shechemites, gave just cause of offence to surrounding 
nations. Strange it is they did not rise, and destroy the 
whole family. But they were beloved for the fathers^ sakes. 
Therefore, though few and feeble; though strangeri, and 
.wandering /rom one nation jto another j and from one king-- 
dom to another people^ they were guided and guarded by the 
power, and special providence of God. Here, only, was their 
safety. So says the text. He suffered no man to do them 
Virong : yea, he reproved kings for theirs akes$ saying, touch 
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not mine anointedf and do my prophefs no harm.— JIftne an* 
ointed ; a phrase whiel} discriminates the true members of 
the church from hypocrites : in this sense it is used in both 
testaments. It means those who have I'eoeiTed the unction 
of the Holj Spirit. 

The subject before us will be prosecuted by discussing the 
following propositions. 

I. God has had, and cirer will hare a chureh in the world. 

II. God's love to his church is wonderful. 

III. He exercises a speci|il providence over his church^ 
and all its concern? ; and so takes eare of it. 

lY. The judgments which God sends on the world, and- 
on the churchy are for the sake of the church. 

I. God has had, and ever will bf^ve a church in the world. 

From the fall of man, to the flood, little is said of the 
jreligious character of pious persons, and but few such are 
named : Some, however, who were eminent in their day, are 
jiarticulariy mentioned. Of Abel it is said, he wcls righteous^ 
Of Enoch, he pleaded God. Of Noah Gpd said, Theehavi^ 
J found righteous in this generation. There were, no^doubt, 
many other pious people, whose names i^re npt noted in the 
scriptures of truths These all belonged to God's spiritual 
kingdom ; whqse names, though not handed down to us^ yet 
being written in the LambV book, were piembers of God^s 
church. 

With Abpahum, and his seed, God established an everlast- 
ing covenant : it eoiuprehended, summarily, every duty, and 
every privilege ; it is the charter of the church : it rests on 
thb covenant as on its base, sure, and steadfast forever, 
Here the church has thf; sure mercies of David. Hence ^e 
do know that the true spiritual kingdom of Christ, existed 
under the Old T'^stament dispensatipn ; and the churcU which 
now exists, is the same which ihefi^ existed. It always was, 
and always will be the same holy and spiritual kingdom. In 
reference to this kingdom, the wprds churchy and churches^ 
are used more than a hundred times in the Bible. 

God not only has had a church, but he always will have a 
church. In proof of this assertion many divine promises 
ipight be recited, the following s|re snfficient* Jfiaiah hvp l^t 



17, Whosoever shall goihev together against tlieef shall falU 
for thy sake. JV*o weapon that is formed against thee, shaft 
prosper 9 and every tongue that shall rise against thee injudg* 
ment, thou shall condemn. 

God bas had and always will have a church in thi» world. 

11. The love of God towards his church is wonderful. 

This is plainly implied in the strong expressions used in 
the text. He suffered no man to do them wrong : yea, he re- 
proved kings for their sokes; saying,. tovxih not mine anointed^ 
und do my prophets no harm. 

The great love, wherewith God loves his church, is evident 
by emphatical expressions he uses concerning it. He says, 
when speaking of his church) sincf ihou wa^st predotis in my 
sights thou hast been honorable, and I have loved thee; there* 
fore will I give men for thee, and people for thy life. Again^ 
I have loved tliee* So again, / have loved thee with an ever- 
lasting love^ Once more. He that toucheth yqu, toucheth the 
apple of his eye. Though God's people had become exceed* 
ingly corvupt, and deserved to be abandoned by him for their 
idolatry and wickedness, yet behold what tender, what affec- 
tionate language he uses ; as if he would not endure the idea, 
of givii^ them up to irrecoverable ruin. The expressions are 
very remarkable. Hos. xi. 8, 9. How shall I give thee up 
Ephraim? How shall T deliver thee Israeli How shall I make 
thee as Jldmah ? Bow shall I set thee as Zeboim ? mine heart 
is turned within me. my repentings are kindled together* I 
will not execute the fierceness of mine anget, I will not return 
to destroy Ephruim* 

The wonderful love God bears towards his church is evi- 
denced not only by strong language, by lively and animated 
expressions; but also by his works. The Psalmist mentions 
some general works of God, which he wrought in behalf or 
his people. Psal. cvi. 43, *6. Many times did he deliver 
them* but they provoked him with their council, and were 
brought low for their iniquity. J^evertheless he regarded their 
fiffliction, when he heard thefr cry. And he remembered for 
them his covenant, and repented according to the multitude of 
his mercies. He made them also to be pitied of all thenjk that 



;;jtarried them captives. So in the text it is said^ He suffered 
no man to do them wrong. 

If we look on some partieular instaneeg of divine eonduet^ 
the wonderful love of God to his ebureh may be seen* He 
plagued the Egyptians, and brought his people out of Egypt* 
He preserved them when passing through the seat but Pha- 
raoh» and his host sunk as lead in the mighty waters. He 
preserved them in their journey through the wilderness, and 
gave them Canaan^ the land he had promised to give them. 

From the time the Hebrews were, delivered from their 
bondage in Egypt, to their peaceable settlement in the prom- 
ised land, which was between forty and fifty 'years, the sacred 
history records a series of remarkable providences, and many 
real miracles, by all which the God of Israel gave evidences 
of the great love he had for his people. 

The history of the church, under the government of the 
judges, in Israel, and the reign of their kings, is filled with 
astonishing events in favor of God's people. They were, it 
is true, in the power of their enemies, sometimes, and those 
who hated them bare rule over them. But then, God, in his 
holy providence, would deliver them from the power of their 
enemies, and set them at liberty from those who hated them. ^\ 

It was a long and dark night with the church, during the 
seventy years captivity in Babylon; but the time of itsdeliv* 
erance was fixed by the purpose of God, and when that set\ 
time was come, his captives are liberated by Cyrus, and re- 
turned to Zion with songs of joy. When we see such stupen- 
dous works of God in behalf of his people we may well say, 
Behold how he loved them. 

But there is one divine work, at which we may all marvel, 
which is a greater evidence of God's love for his churchy 
than all his other works. AH are eclipsed, are as nothing if 
compared with this. I have referenee to the redemption of 
the church by the blood of the Lord Jesus. The Apostle 
says, Christ loved the churchy and gave himeslffor it. Again 
it is written, Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, being made a tursefor us. In the judgment of an in- 
spired writer, this is the greatest manifestation of divine 
love for the church that ever was made, llis words are. 
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God eommenied his lovf tpwards ns, in that, while we wei¥^ 
yet sinnerSf Christ diedforus. 

Tbys we see that God not only says he loVes his cbureh, 
butt hasy also given praetieal evideneey that he loves it^ bj 
what he has done for it. 

Other instances, might be specified, in whieh God mani- 
fests his wonderful love of his ehurch : such as sending tho 
Holy Spirit to apply the fruits of Christ's atonement to the 
elect ; — giving a revelation ; — ^preserving the church from age 
to age, and making exeeeding great ant preeious promises t0 
it. But these particulars must be passed over by mention^ 
ing, only ; because, ta dwell on them at large, would occupy 
too much time. 

IIL God always exercises a special providence over his 
chui*ch, and all its concerns, and so takes care of it. 

The church, in a doudy and dark day^ was almost ready 
to sink under a pressure of affliction, thinking she was forsa- 
ken of her God. Isaiah, 49. 14. But Zion said^ The Lord 
hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten. But what 
saith the answer of Ood to the desponding church ? Verses 
15, 16. Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she 
should not have eompassiim on the son of her womh ? yea, they 
may forget, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I hanegraven 
thee upon the palms of my hands ; thy walls are eoiUinually 
hforeme. 

That the moral Governor of the world always exercises a 
]iarticular providence over the church, and all its ceneems,^ 
may be seen in divine promises, and declarations — ^by attend- 
ing to some particular events, and by declarations, and ac«* 
knowledgments made by the church. 

In the first place let us* look at some divine declarations, 
and promises. This is one promise, J will never leave thee 
TMrfjorsakt thee. This another, I will instruct thee and teach 
thee in the way which thou shalt go : I will guide thee with 
mine eye. That God will take a particular care of his people, 
in tim^es of the greatest danger, and distress, he gives them 
assunince in this promise. Isai. xiiii, ^. When thou passest 
through the waters, I will he rmththee; and when through the 
fivers f they shall not overflow the : when th^u walkest through 



4. 



i 



thejire thou shalt not he burnt ; neither shall thefiame htndU 
upon thee. The enemies of God's people may attempt theifr 
destruction, but thej cadnot effect it ; the church sees its safe- 
ty in this promise made by the King of the church, the Lord 
Jesus. The gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And. 
in this, J^o iveaponformed agaiitst thee shall prosper* 

These are some of the promises God has made to hi^ 
churchy in which he has given assurance of its protectioik 
Let us now attend to some instances of divine conduct, in 
which maybe s^en the special providence exercised over the^- 
church, and whatever eoncertis its affairs. 

Here we may notiee in the first place, t^hat the Psalmist 
observes respecting Abraham, Isaac and Jacobs with whom» 
and their seed God made a covenant. PsaL cv. 12 — IB* 
When they were few men in number ; yea^ very feiv, and 
strangers in if— (the land of Canaan ;) when they wtntfrom 
one nation to another ; from one kingdom to another people: 
he suffered no man to do them wrong ; yea, he reproved kings 
for their sokes ; sayings touch not mine anointed, and do my 
prophets no harm. Of Jacob, and his family, at a certain 
time it is said. The terror of God yjqas upon the cities, that 
were found about them, and they did not pursvt after thtm. 
f When Simeon and Levi, two of Jacob's sons, had barbarously 
murdered the Shechemites, it is strange the neighboring na- 
tions, did not rise and destroy Jaeob, and his defenceless fam- 
ily. But they were restrained by some uiiaccountable fear of 
Jacob, and his children. The Lord kept them back froitt 
pursuing them. tJnder the divine pretectioti, they journey 
safely, and none dare touch them, no one dare do them harau. 

From this time, until the tribes of the Lord were settled 
in the land of Canaan, their history fills many pages of the 
sacred volume, in which are recorded many stupendous works 
of the Almighty ; surprising turns in divine providence 5 re- 
markable occurrences, and miracle after miracle is wrought 
in their favor. The God of Israel, for the benefit of his peo- 
ple, is, in all places, times, and circumstances, making dis- 
plays of his infinite power, wisdom and goodness. 

At one time God sent a famine among the nations : and n^ 
doubt, Jacob, and his family would have perished, if God 



9 

had not sent a manheforethemn even Joseph^who was sold for 9t^^ 
a servant. In this instance God made use of the great wick- 
ednoss of Joseph's brethren to save the ehurcb from perishing 
by famine. 

The barbarous poliey of Pharaoh, ordering all the male 
children of the Hebrews to be thrown into the riyer<» would 
have destroyed the whole race, in a few years ; had not God 
interposed, and by his miraculous power brought them out 
of Egypt. 

When the chosen tribes came to the Red Sea, they were 
hemmed in on every side ; there was no way by which they 
could escape but upward ; and thence their deliverance came. 
They march through the sea in safety ; which the Egyptians • 
essaying to do were drowned* 

If we follow the camp of Israel through the wilderne«s — 
follow Joshua in bis conquest of Canaan — follow the history 
pf the chuiH*h recorded in the book of Judges, we see — Oh 
how many wonderful works of the ALMIGHTY, do we 
see! And all these wonderful works — for what? One design 
is to preserve the cburh. They teach us that God exercises 
a special providence about bis church, and all its concerns. 

The history of tho jsrcMitet under the reign of their kings, 
is also, filled with remarkable^ in terposition^ of Divine prov- 
idence in their favor. Two instances, only, will be now 
brought to your reeoUeelioii. One is under the reign of Asa, 
king of Judah. Zerah, the Ethiopian, invaded the country 
of Judah with an army of a thousand thousand. Asa had an 
army of, only, two hundred and eighty thousand ; yet the 
Lord delivered this immense army into the hands of Asa ; 
his little army, obtained a complete victory over an army of 
a thousand thousand, and three hundred Chariots. The Lord 
smote the EthiopianSf before ^Isa, and Jndah* So the histo* 
nan remarks, ii. Cron. 14. 

The other instance, to be noted, is under the reign of Hez- 
ekiah. In the fourteenth year of his reign, his kingdom was 
invaded by Sennacherib king of Assyria. He took all ths 
fenced cities of Judah. Hezekiah, full of fear and perplexi- 
ty, applies to bis God, by prayer. Tlie prophet Isaiah, is 
sent by God, to coaifort the king. He tells him, among oth- J 
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^v things, that Sennacherib, shall not come before Jerusalem^ 
nor shoot an arrow against it. So it came to pass : for that 
night the angel of the Lord went oul^ and smote in thrtamp of 
the ^Assyrians an hundred and eighty-five thousanu. On this 
piece of history the sacred historian has this remark. Thus 
the Lord preseroed Hexekiah^ and the inhabitants of Jemsa* 
lem^from tlie hand of Sennacherib^ the king of •issyriaf and 
from the hand of all others^ and guarded them on every side. 

Thus by the agency of God, in disposing events* we seet 
that he has a particular regard to the church, and all its con- 
eerns. What iis said of David, particularly* may be said of 
the church generally. The Lord preserved David whither' 
soever he went. 

Let us now hear the declarations, and acknowledgments of 
the church, in reference to the special providences of God, 
about, and over all its concerns. 

In the following declaration the church acknowledges her 
preservation to be wholly from the Lord. Jfit had not been 
the Lord who was on our side, now may Israel say : If it 
had not been the Lord who walf[ on our 8id€, when men rose 
up against us: then they had swifllpwed us up qnickn.when 
their wrath was kindled against M,'^'' Al^n, JHy help eometh 
from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. Again, The Lord 
is thy keeper. Once more ; The Lord shall preserve thy going 
outf and thy coming iUffromihis tinuforth^ andforerermore. 

We have now seen what God has said respecting his par- 
ticular care of the church — ^what he bias done in taking caro 
of it, and that the church acknowledges her safety to be, en- 
tirely, owing to the special providence ot God, which is cpn- 
rersant about all its concerns. 

If it be so, it may then be asked, how shall we account for 
the calamities which the church has suifered. and probably, 
has yet to suffer ? An answer to such a question, will, natur- 
ally fall under the next proposition ; to which we now pass. 

IV. The judgments which God sends on the world, and 
on the church, are for the sake'of the church. He reproved 
kings for their sokes. 

The Apostle tjells the church at Corinth, JIU things are for 
your sokes. To the same church he says. Ml things are 
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yous. In the Apostle Paul's epistle to the chuFch at Rome^ 
he saysy And we know that all things work together for goofU 
to them who love 6od» to the^n who are called according to 
his purpose. These passages of scripture^ teaeh us distinctly, 
that the good of his church) is what God always aims at, by 
every ei%Dt which takes place un^er his government. £in and 
holiness^ mercies and judgments, all will work together for 
the good of God's spiritual kingdoQi. frhe truth of this as- 
sertion we cannot question^ with the passages of scripture 
before us, just mentioned. 

We have heard what God says ; now let us see what ho has 
done* by which we may have evidence, that the Lord, by 
the judgments and calamities he sends on the world, and the 
6hurch, are all for the church's good : are for its sake. 

Let us go down into Egypt, and see what is doing there* 
Here we see the people of God persecuted, oppressed in a 
most barbarous manner. The Egyptians tnad^ their lives 
hitter with hard bondage^ in mortar and in brickf and in 
dU manner of service in the field ; all the seiroice wherein they 
made them serve, was with rigour. What- is worse than all 
this, murder is added to hdrd bondage; for PAaraoft charged 
ail his people, saying, Evein) son that is bom, ye shall throw 
into the river. What a time of distress, and mourning among 
the Hebrews ! 

Now we see the God of the Hebrews, lifting up his Al- 
mighty hand over Egypt, to plague and disti*ess the Egyp- 
tians. For plagues unparalleled in their kind, were succes- 
sively sent. The last plague was the most dreadful. The 
Egyptians had killed the children of the Hebrews ; now God 
kills all the first born of the Egyptians, both of men auA 
beasts. What a distressing calamity i Now, it is asked, for 
what were all these drreadf ul judgments sent on Pharaoh ? 
They were sent for the i$ake of God's people : that Pha- 
raoh might be brought to terms, and let Israel go. The^ 
were tokens of God's anger against Pharaoh and the Egyp- 
tians, but sweet and precious mereies, as they had an aspect 
on the affairs of God's people. So sings the sweet Psalmist 
qflsra^d. Psal. cxxxvi. 10. To him that smote Egypt in theilr 
first bom : for his mercy endurtthfortoer* 



• • • 



4 • u * 



12 

What a vast sum of misery was suffered by the devoted 
nations^ when the victorious arms of the Israelites eoncjucred 
their country. Joshua was warranted by a Divine order* to 
destroy all who opposed them ; men, women and children. 
For what were these nations extirpated ? For what was all 
this deltruction of human lives ? It was all done fhat the 
Lota's people might have a city of hahitation. The events, 
as they respected those nations, were dreadful ; by them God 
displayed bis justice; their wickedness deserved all these ca- 
lamities. But in regard to God's church, it was kindness, 
and mercy. Thus these events are viewed and celebrated by 
the Psalmist. Psah exxxvi. 17 — 22. To him which smote 
great kings: — and slew famous kings: — <Si^on, king of the 
•imorites: — and Ogf king qf Bashan.^^-^nd gave their land 
for an heritage : Even an heritage unto Israel : Adding at ev- 
ery sentence, For his mercy endureth forever. God will devote 
to destruction millions and millions of the world, for the safe-* 
ty of his church. 

In the books of the Judges, and the Kings we have melan- 
choly accounts of great apostacies of the church. The body 
of the Jewish nation was so corrupt, that, instead of worship- 
ping the God of their fathers, tj^ey worshipped Baal, and other 
gods of heathen nations* Now Israel look to thyself; calam- 
ity is near, even at the door. This was uniformly the case. 
They were subjugated by their enemies : or some other heavy 
calamity was sent, and in some instances, heaven frowned on 
the nation a long time. Thus corrected, they would return 
to God in duty, and then he w^ould return to them in mercy : 
He would crush their enemies, break, and dash them one 
against another like a potter's vessel ; and deliver them from 
the calamities under vdiich they had groaned. By their re- 
pentance, and return to their God, and his holy worship, the 
design, and end of God in chastising them was answered, and 
he would effect in his holy providence, some remarkable event, 
and they would escape as a bird from the snare of the fowler. 
Nebuchadnezzar invades Judea, destroys Jerusalem, burns 
the temple, depopulates the country, by carrying the inhab- 
itants to Babylon. Seventy years the land lay desolate : the 
„ Ijiiy «nd temple Uy in ruins ; the seed of Abraham, the friend 
? of-^Gody were captives in a strange land. This was a long> 
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and distressiogy and dark night of affliction to the ehureh* 
Now what 9hall we say of all this ? Say ! we niiist say of 
all thiS) as of all other dispensations of God's holy govern- 
menty towards his people, he meant it far their good* By 
the prophet Jeremiah; God tells them, expressly, that he 
had sent them out of their own land^ into the land of the 
Chaldeans, for their good* Jer. xxiv. 5. 

A rast suni of human misery was suffered at Babylon when 
it was taken, and plundered by the Medes alid Persians* An 
immense nutnber of human lives were sacrificed to Divine 
jiistice. Was this for the sake of the ehureh I Yes : Ail this 
misery was suffered by the Babylonians, that God's church 
might be released from captivity. Of Cyrus, who led the 
victorious army into Babylon, God says, ^* I have raised him 
np iu righteousness, and 1 will direct his way ; he shall build 
my city* and he shall let go my captives.'' • 

in Ezekiel xxi. 27. it is written, I will overturn^ overtnm, 
oTertnrn it, rnnd it shall he no moref until he come whose right 
it is ; and I will give it Mm. The enemies of God, and his 
church shall be remarkably destroyed, again, and again, and 
again ; and their power broken. One nation will be dashed 
to pieces by another : there will be an astonishing degree of 
misery, and distress, and perplexity, among the nations. So 
it came to pass. The Babylonian empire was overturned by 
the Medes and Persians, tJie Median empire was overturned 
by the Greeks, and the Grecian empire was overturned by 
the Roman. All these overturnings were designed to pre- 
pare the way for the coming of the Messiah. To Him, of 
right belonged the kingdom, and God will give it Him. 

By Titus, the Roman general, the Jewish nation was de- 
stroyed. After this the Jews were so dispersed, that it wa« 
impossible for them to observe their long established modes 
of worship ; the Levitical priesthood, was of necessity laid 
aside, and came to an end. If it be asked why was this done ? 
The answer is, it was for the sake of the church. That the 
gracious purposes of God respecting his spiritual kingdom, 
on earth, might take place. That dispensation stood in the 
Way of a universal spread of the ehureh among all nations. 
Therefore the whole Jewish eeonomy was taken down, that 
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so the way might be opened for continuing and setting up the 
church among the Gentiles. In this way God promoted the 
interest of his holy kingdom. 

As a prelude to 4he prosperity and triumphs of God's 
churchy in the time of the millennium, when the kingdoms of 
this world shall become the kingdom of our Lordf and of his 
Christ ; the destruction of the enemies of the church will bo 
immensely great. Oh how much human blood will be shed !, 
This is represented to the apostle John. Hev. xix. 17, to the 
end of the chapter. I saw, says John, an angel standing in 
the sun ; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to ali the 
fowls that fly in the midst of lieaveUf come, and gather your- 
selves together to the supper of the great God : that ye may 
eat thefitsh of kings and the flesh of captains, and he fksh 
of mighty men, and the flesh of horses and of them that sit on 
them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small 
and great. The representation is continued in the following 
verses. All this work of > destruction, among the ungodly, is 
preparatory to the glory of (he church in the latter day. It 
is therefore meant for the church's good, t 

After all this, and near the close of time, satan, with bis 
adherents in this world, will make one more violent eflfort to 
destroy the church. The number cf whom is as the sand of 
the sea. But their purposes will be broken ; and meet with 
comidete disappointment, and destruction. The following is 
the scripture representation. Rev. xx. 9. tind they went up 
on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the 
saints ahout : and flre ernme down from God out of heaveUf 
and devoured them. 

Now the great catastrophe closes, as you may see in the 
following verses. The dead are raised, the books are opened, 
ihe judgment day commences. The church is safe, and it^ 
enemies destroyed. 

We have ib the foregoing discourse followed the church 
fttom the apostaoy to the consummation of all things, by c<d- 
lecting a few particulars fram the scriptures. By examining 
the word of God it appears that he has had, and always will 
have a church — that his love to it is wonderful — ^that he takes 
<$are of it-— and that he orders all things for its good* 



PART II. 

IMPROVEMENT 1. It is seen from a reveiw of our 

subject, that the world, when it comes in competition witk 
the church of God, is of small account with him. 

The church and the worM are two different kingdoms : the 
object of their pursuits, and the tempers which govern the 
subjects of these two kingdoms, are diametrically opposed to 
each other. God lores his church, and in his holy govern- 
ment, disposes all events for the highest and best good of his 
moral kingdom. The spirit of the world is enmity with God* 
He is carrying on a war againts his enemies, and will, finally^ 
bring the whe^l over— ^rush and destroy them without rem^ 
edy. ' While the church, not only hereafter, but here, shall 
see her desire on her enemies ; they are as sttibble before the 
wifid: and chaff that the storm earrieth away. 

God valued one righteous Noah more than a whole world 
of ungodly men. They are swept away with the flood, but 
Noah is preserved in the ark. When the Lord was about to 
destroy the cities of the plain, he addressed Lot in this re- 
markable manned ;^ Haste thee^ escape thither ;for I cannot do 
any thing until thou be come ' thither (to Zoar.) As if the 

hands of Omnipotence were tied, by the presence of this one 

§ood ntai* His life, in God's account, is of more value, than 
lie lives of all the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah, Ad- 

mah, and Zeboim. So soon as righteous Lot is secured, Sodom 

is burned. It is to be remembered that Zoar was preserved 

from destruction, for Lot* s sake : so precious are Ged's saints 

in his account. 

No words can express the miseries endured by the Egyp- 
tians, while the Lord sent en them plague after plague, de-^ 
stroying the fruits of the earth, destroying all their first boriit 
and finally dlH>wning Pliaraoh, and his host in the sea. While 
'the Egyptians were suffering in an unexampled manner, aii4 
the. Hebrews secured, by the providence of G<m1, from the 
dreadful judgments, we see how much more God values an 
Israelite, than an Egyptian* 

That a few captive Jews might be released from captivity, 
return to their own country, i*ebuild Jerusalem, and the tem- 
ple, and set up the worship of God according to his appoint- 
nientf the BafoylQoian empire^ and the most splesdid city is 
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the world, are doomed to destruction. Of how small account 
IB the siL'ht of an Infinite God, was this mighty empire ; the 
Kvis of men, women, and children, the great city Babylon, 
and all its immense riches, so much admired by the world, 
when put into the balance with a few poor, feeble Jews ! Those 
th nes, which the world calls gi'eat, are treated as tnfles, 
when they come in competition with God's tehurch. They 
ere as a drop of the bucket, as the small dust of the balance, 
w nothing. But God sets an high value on his church. 
Thus he Lth Isau xliii. S-*. For I am the Lord thy God, 
the holy one of Israth thy Saviour ; I gave Egypt for thy 
ransom, miopia, and SebUfor thee. Since th«» ««** f*" 
cioru. in my sight, thou hast been honorable, and I loved thee: 
therefore I gave men for thee ; and people for thy life. Let 
comf wh'at till of thl world, and the kingdoms of the worM, 
God will certainly take care of his church. He says, I the 
Lord do keep it ; I win water it erery moment ; lest any hurt 

it, I will keep it night and day. ,...,. • u* 

II By the judgments inaicted upon mankind, by the right- 

-ous' governor of the world, important ends are answentd. 
The psalmist says. The Lord is known by the jndgmmt 

wMeh he executeth ; the wicked is marred in the work of hts 

Tt^n hand*. By the natural evils whichGod inflictsonman- 

kind he teaches us, . , . . 

1. That he is an holy God, and hates sin. 

It is said. He is angry with the wicked every day. He de- 
stroyed the OM World by water, becausethe ^^^'^^'"^ *^': 
Twas great on the earth. He overthrew the cities of the 
^{arb^eause their- sin was grie^. He -^ P^- - 
Pharaoh because he would not let Israd go. He destroyea 
fb'T:tL in the wilderness by hundreds, -djh^^^^^^^^^ 
because of their flittrmurin^ ond unfteJw/'. In this wajt the 
Lord teaches us that he is the Holy One of Israel. The bi- 
Ww «i is fHll*^Ach instances. 

Wr the judgments God sends, he lets the world know 
he wifuvengJ th' wrongs, and injuries his church has suffer- 
ed from the hands of its enemies. .„rt *«,!». 
God wiU not suffer his church to be run ^J^J- *»J *"^; 
Pled on by her enemies, and take no notice ot the mjunes, 
«d wrongs she suffers. When God's people are crushed. 
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vlM treated barbarously fty tbeir enemies, hear rfhni he say^. 
For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of tite needij^ 
now will I arise saith the Lord: I will set him in safety from 
him that puffeth at him. So agaio. The eyes of the hordri0 
to and fro throvghout the whole earth, to shew himself strdng 
in the behalf of them whose heart is 'perfect towards him. So 
the text saith. He reproved kings for their sakes. 

By the plagues GocI sent on Phafaoh; and by drowning him^ 
and his ^ost in the Red sea, he avenged the injuries his peo- 
ple had du&ered from them* To the Ammonites God threat- 
e^ied destruction, because thqi rejaiced in all their heart ,»with 
all their despite against the land of Israel when it was deso^ 
late^ and against the house of Judahi when they went into 
captivity. The reason God threatened total destruction to 
Babylon, was the cruelty exercised over his people by the 
Baylonians, and holding them so long in captivity. By com- 
pletely destroying spiritual Babylon, God wiil avenge the 
persecutions, and other injuries his church has suffered, at 
her hands. Her time tt> fall will come : her fall will be niat- 
terof joy. Rgoice oveij her ilioii heaven, arid ye holy Apos* 
tleSy and prophefs ; for Ood hath avenged you on her. 

3. The natural evils inflicted on the world, and on the 
church have a favorable bearing on her best interests. 

It has been observed that all events whieh take place, are 
for th^ good Qf the church. Now the bible is a church his- 
tory. Those nations, therefore^ who were friends or ene- 
mies, helpful or hurtful to the people of God, are frequent- 
ly mentioned^ while other, g^at and mighty nations arc pas- 
8^ by in silence. The hordes portion is his people ; Jacob 
is the lot of his inheritance. 

By natural evils, inflicted oni mankind^ God instructs his 
church. Solomon says, Tlie rod, and reproof give xvisdom^ 

When the Israelites saw the plagues sent on Pharaoh, 
they had evidence that the God of the Hebrews was infinitely 
greater than the gods of the Egyptians. The Hebrews 
were taught, that their God, was a God in whom they might 
put implicit confidence — That it is dangerous to have him 
an enemy—- safe^nd comfortable to have him for a friend. 

God, by involving his church in trouble and affliction^ 
designs to chastise them; for their blacksljding, unfruitful* 
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ness and spiritual deadness. How f i*equent1 j d$d €i6d'g pe6^- 
pie forsake the Lord, and^ serve other gods. ^.Then ■tocbas** 
tise theniy he I^t loose their enemies on tfienr, ahd alBjcted 
them sorely ; and seme times, a long season, iifhdm the Lord 
loijcfft he rebitketh, and -gcfmrgeth every son whim he rebiiTeth^ 

Now all this is dqiriS' to bring the I^rd'i'^^^^ back to 

himself, from whom they have revolted, jlgulltring ^nder 
' 'Hie terrible frowns of heaven, were means,^^^(y&equent1y pf ./. 
^I^rij^'ging them to repentance, and reformationT. -'Of tim^g^ 
;^1ta^8 said, They put (jfeatf the strange geds from among t 
^nd served the Lorar Like to this it is said of them more 
than once, when under the pressure of heavy aAietions. ^;^^ 

A corrupt ehurclLis so far from being secured {rom judj 
ments and distressing calamities, because it is a ehnrch, Ui^ 
they fall heaviest iml first on such a ^urch; ' Judj|mt^t 
begins at the house' Hf God. He tRjd his people thus, Fou 
only have Iftnown of all thefainUfi^3 of the eartfi: therefore 
' t will pimish ymi for all your iniquities: 

3. We learn from lour subject that Christian professors 
stand on high, and sc^emn ground. 

God loves his church, takes care of it, and orders all things ' 
in his universal government, for the best, and greatest good 
of his spirihial kingdom. Therefore, those wha belong to 
the visible church, stand on high and solemn ground : your 
responsibility in immensely great. You are* responsible to 
God. to your follow men, to yourselves. 

The present is a time of great distress, and perplexity 
among the nations. Nation rising against nation, and king- 
dom against kingdom. What gives the greatest distress to 
the benevolent heart, is, these calamitous events are taking 
place principally in Christendom, where the church of Christ 
is, if any where in the world. Those who are called Chris- 
tians are imbruing their hands in each others blood. Hea- 
thens for the most part, are enjoying, peaceably, the sweets 
of domestic life. Christians, murdering and being murdered 
by each other : Heathens shaking hands with each other ia 
friendly intercouse. Mysterious providence ! 

If it be asked, why O Lord, are all these evils come on the 
people which is called by thy name ? The answer may be giv- 
en, with strict propriety, in the words of Moses, coifeem- 
ing God's people. Deut. xxxii. 15 — 18. «< But Jesliurun 



waxed fat^ and kicked : thou art waxen fait, thou art groiyn 
thieky thou, aft covered with fatness; then he forsook God 
which made him^and lightly esteemed the rock of his salva- 

' tion. They provoked him to jealousy with strange gods^ 
with abominations provoked they, him to anger. They sacrt- 
fice unto deril^ hot to God; to goSs whom they knew no( ; to 
new. gods that %nie newly up^ whom your fathers feared not : 
of the rock tljjj^egot thee, thou art unmindful^ and hast for- 
f^lj^ C|0d4nat formed thee.'' The church is become ^^ t^)i^ 

• |fi^nerate plant of a strange vine," |Mroducing ** the grapetl 
rf Sodom, and jclusters of Gomormj^' Therefore is the?. 
Lord pouring out the vials of his wrath on Christendom. 
# WhU0^,lhe LoihI is punishing the inhabitants of the earth 

^or their iniquities, stnd by such awfulycalamities chastising 
a po^ruf^ church* he gives consoling advice to his real friends* 
Isai. xxvi. S^^ ««.Come, qny people, enter thou into thy cham- 
bers, and. shut thy dooi^ about thee ; hide thyself for a lit- 
tie moment, until the indignation be overpast**' In the Di- 
vine perfei^tions, the true frieqds of Christ may always Had 
i^afety, peace, and comfort. 

, But let me come nigher home, to the bosoms* and business 
of the American natiofi. In describing the calamitous day 
in which we live, we may with propriety, use the em- 
phatical language of the prophet .<—'« 1 hat day is a day of 
wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasting and 
desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of 
^ouds and thick darkness*'^ 

Christian professors are alarmed at the prevalency of De^ 
ism, Arianism, Soc4Bianism«Univrrsa!ism,and other heretic- 
al sentiments. Here is dangf r indeed, if such errors creep 
into the church : but if professors disavow the /lamning. 
maxims of infidelity, the church is in no danger from the zeal- 
ous exertions of hereticks, to promote error. Happy, indeed 
would it be, if all the enemies of. religion should become its 
friends and advocates ; but this is not necessary in order to 
save the nation from destruction, if Gwl's people are faithful 
to him, and his cause. If not he will pour his indignation on 
the land, to chastise an hypocritical chui*ch. Isai. x. 5. 6. 
The efforts of the enemies of religion, to destroy it, will, 
always* in the issue, promote it* if profi ssors do not approve^ 
of their ungospel sentiments, and follow their pernicious 
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ways. There ^e% the danger. Witness the history of th« 
church in the Bible ; and in every age since. 

Power to destroy the church is not delegated to devils, or 
men. For a season the enemies of religion may trrumph, 
but the triumphing of the wicked is short, and the joy of the 
hypocrite is but for a moment. Their success may flatter 
them. For they say the Ibord hath forsaken the earth; 
and the Lord seeth not. He, at present, winks at their wick- 
edness ; because he has important purposes to answer by it. . 
The lorath of man shall praise him : the remdindei* of wrath 
fShalt thou restrain.. But God sees the fall of his enemies to 
be near, because He hath appointed a day in the which he 
will judge the world in righteousness. When the Judge will 
}ay judgment to the line, and righteousness to the plummet ; 
t/ie hail shall sweep^away thertfugeoflies. Then the destruc- 
tion of the enemies of God, of bis truth, and of his church 
will be complete. Of such, the scriptui*e saith. Whose judg- 
fitent now of a long time lingerethnot, and their damnatiim 
slumbereth not. The church is a Society of immense impor- 
tance. It is called The salt of the earth-^the light of the 
world — a city set on an hill. Surely then professors ought to 
walk worthy of tlie hard, unto all pleasing, being fruiifiil in 
every good icoi^fe, and i7icreasing in the knowledge of God. 
Pe loves his churci| tenderly ; watcher over it carefully ; and! 
labors for it constantly. The Lord says. Lest any hurt it, I 
will keep it night and day. Why then is America groaning 
under the weight of sticb complicated evils ? We hear the 
noise of the warrior, see garments rolled in blood ; and the 
P^estilence rages in t\\^ land. The nlioral cause of all these 
evils is in the depravity and corruption of the nation : and, 
alas ! christian professors have been carried away with their, 
dissimulations. They haye become worldly minded, and con- 
formed t9 the customs, and manners of the world. They 
have departeid from the pure truths of the gospel, and the 
holy religion of the Lord Jesus : they have imbibed errone- 
ous doctrines, and followed evil examples. This, we have 
reason to fear, is the case with many. And how nuich un- 
fruitfulness, and Bpiritualde^dness there is, generally^ among 
professors ! T^herefore the sword, in the hand of the destroy- 
ing Angel, is stretched out over America, and wqe^ woe> 
woe to the nation^ if there be noni% make up the gap, an^ 
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l^tand in the hedge to turn ai^ay God!« wrath that he destroy 
not the land. Remember what was said to the degenerate 
«hureh of the Jews. ier. ii. 19. <« Thine own wickedness 
shall correct thee j and thj ba6kslidings shall reprove thee : 
know therefore and see, that it is an evil thing and bitter^ 
that thou hast forsaken the Lord thy God^ and that my fear 
^s not in thee, saith the Lord God of hosts.'' ' " 

At hearing professors reproved so dharply, let' not a smile 
/of complacency invigorate the countenance of the ungodly, 
sayings within their hearty I shall have peace, though I walk 
fn the imagination of mine heart f fp add drunkenness to 
thirst. No ; for the Judge standeth at the doof. The time is 
not far distant, when he will treat yon according to your re- 
al character, and just demerit. The scripture saith* Behold' 
the Lord cometh with ten tliousands of bis saintSi to execute 
judgmetU upon alU and to convince all that are ungodly 
among thems of all their ungodly dteds which they have ungod-^ 
ly committed^ and of all their hard speeches which ungodly 
sinn£r9 have^fpoken against him. Now* When this cometh to 
pass, (and it will come) this question is, solemnly, put to yonr 
eonseiencesy Can thine Mart endure^ can thine hands be strong, 
in the day that the Lord shall deal with theef He has spoken 
it/ and will do it. 

That infidels, who openly disavow Divine Revelation, and 
nneii of notoriously profligate characters, should bo raised, by 
the suffrages of the people to important stations in govern- 
ment, is matter of lamentation among pious people. Is this 
the case now, more than it was forty, or sixty years ago 7 — 
If it be, it is decided evidence that corruption and wicked- 
ness is more prevalent now than formerly. And what is most 
distressiiig, is, that christian professors should unite with the 
open enemies of Christianity, to exalt such men to the chair 
of state. H9W many are there, who profess to love the Lord 
Jesi^s, His truth, and religion, and people, who not only put in 
their own suffrages, but also use great exertions, to influence 
others to vote for men of known abandoned characters, and 
even open infidels. Such professors, in this matter, pay no 
attention to their Bibles. There it is written, Deut. xvii. 
14, 15. « When thou art come unto the land which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee, and shs^lt possess it, and shalt dwell 
^ereia^ and shalt say/I will set a king ovei^ me, like as all 
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the natioofl that arc about me : Tbou sbalt in atiy wise set 
him king whom the Lord thy God shall eboose, one from 
among thy ]iR£THRfiN sbalt thou set king over thee : Thou 
inayest not set a stranger over thee, whieh is apt thy bkoth- 
£r/' If professors had united with the more diseerning and 
sober part of comqaunityy in the choiee of rulers^ it is not 
probable we shoald now be involved in war. 

God will not set a man of a weak head, or wicked heart; 
an open ii^fidely or a proud tyrant, to rule His people, unless 
sueh a man be their choice. Proud Saul was a man of the 
people's choice. God told them afterwards, that He << gave 
them a king in his anger, and took him away in his wrath." ^ 

Professors — ^you stand on high, and solemn ground ; and^. 
dierefore, you ought to bo exceeding careful that you do not 
symbolize with the world. By conforming with the world 
you may be instrumental of bringing ruin on yourselves^ and 
destruction on the nation. Great is your responsibility. 

lY. It remains to give some directions. 

1. Beat peace among yoursdves. lThes«v. 13* Suchaspi* 
rit of division and animosity, rages in Ameriea, that the exist- 
ence of the natioa is set at hazard. Even in the councils of 
the nation^ how evident it is, that a malignant party spirit gov- 
erns their cooduct. Is it not evident to the world, that the 
important biisioess of these States, is conducted with an over- 
bearing hand ? There is no yielding, no compromising, in 
matters of the highest importance. Has not this same malig- 
nant party spirit, ascended the pulpit, in some instances ?— ^ 
Are there not those, who, by office are the Ambassadors of th^ 
Prince of Peace, who cry. To arms! to arms I and call on 
their people to spread havoc and destruction among their fel- 
low-men ? Is this preaching the gospel of peace ? Is this im- 
itating Him who is our peace ? Certainly not. And has not 
this very same evil spirit taken possession of the church, in 
ipany instancies ?. Are there not cases in which professors^ 
Whet their tongues like a siuordp and bend their bows to shoot 
fheir arrows ft at each other, ecen hitter words ^ Now if it be 
so, is this to love one another with a pure heart fervently? 

t. Lye net against the trulK Jas. iii. 14. Deceit, false- 
hood and lying are testified against, while the scriptures press 
the duty of sincerity, uprightness and truth. But is not false* 
hood, deceit and lying, the order of the day in America ? , 



